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lower Essex county, who, if at all related to him, was very 
distantly related. Mr. M. R. H. Garnett took a very active 
part in the deliberations of this Convention, especially in the 
discussion of the basis of representation, on which he delivered 
a notable speech. He strongly supported the mixed basis, for 
it was upon this question that the eastern and the western 
portions of the State were divided, the eastern portion favoring 
the mixed basis and the western portion, the white basis, the 
mixed basis allowing certain weight to the negroes, as in the 
U. S. Constitution. 

Although a printed copy of his speech on this question has 
been preserved, lack of space forbids extracts. 

(To be Continued) 



DIARY OF COL. LANDON CARTER. 

(Continued from page 18.) 

18. Saturday, May, 1776. Yesterday was our fast day, 
and I went to church and tho' our Parson preach'd it at our 
Upper Church, yet I endeavored to join heartily in our Public 
Prayer Agst our enemies, and with sincere gratitude for all 
the mercies of heaven. But O ! when I came home, and after 
a composed nap of sleep, how was I unguardedly agitated in 
a moment almost ! A paper from our Convention came to me 
declaring unanimously, with 112 members, for a direction to 
our delegates to represent this colony in their endeavours in 
Congress for an independ* governm 1 of the Crown of Par- 
Ham* of G. B. ; and also if they judged proper for a foreign 
alliance both as to commerce and the aids of war. It was 
really very well penned, and except as to the hurry of declar- 
ing the thing until there could be no hopes of a reconciliation, 
it was not reprehensible. In company it was said that it was 
a matter wch might be attended with very serious conse- 
quences; and one only observed that fighting it out was the 
Plan. I replyed it gave me no alarm, and was going to say, 
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for I had long expected this declaration tho we had not been 
so drove to it, from the peculiar genius of some folks. I was 
immediately answered he did not see why I should be alarmed 
as I could not be engaged in battle. Without considering the 
constant rashness in the youth in has answer to me I said he 
was a damned fool for saying so, because it represented me 
not only quite thoughtless of what I must feel, but as a vil- 
lian to be under no concern, because I might be safe for a 
mom 1 in my Person. (These remarks were directed to his 
son Robert Wormeley Carter, whose disrespect is further com- 
mented upon by his irate parent.) 

With rain and the usual blessings from heaven I hope we 
shall do enough 'to cloath, feed ourselves & contribute to the 
expense of defending our Liberties. 

This day Dr. Jones extracts from a Northern Paper that 
45,000 Hessians and others are to come agst us. Col. Carter 
thinks that this is one of the rumors started by the papers to 
alarm the people to promote the precipitate declaration of In- 
dependence. Deems it as senseless as the rumor started some 
time back "that G. B. was going to join with France and 
Spain to divide the soil of America." But suppose these 45,- 
000 should come, can they be more dreadful than the num- 
ber of blood-hounds whom we have lately vanquished tho' fed 
with all the despotic food of Parliamentary statutes. Indeed, 
it is a pure contrivance for weak minds to bring about In- 
dependency, and it has done it in Virginia, God help us all. 

19. Sunday, May 1776. My Squire still goes on, but I 
hope in God I shall be on my guard & keep unmoved. It 
is merry for him always to accuse his father of warmth in 
argument, when it is now evident he never does or can argue 
cooly with his father let it be on what subject it will. 

20. Monday, May, 1776. Our cotton it seems by being 
planted in light lands is coming up. But then by this cold- 
ness we are to dread the ground worm. We have planted 
abt 2000 tob° hills. 

23. Thursday, May, 1776. I cannot avoid observing on a 
most outrageous inconsistency governing between those who 
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have unanimously declared for an Independency, and all the 
half pay writers on that side of the present question, from the 
famous author of Common Sense down to the E. F. of the 17 th 
inst., said to be Dr. Jones. They all declare agst the English 
constitution, as a form of Government wch freedom cannot 
exist under from its arbitrary tendency ; and yet the very 
unanimous declaring of this Independency do avow a conduct 
more arbitrary than ever the English constitution in its Purity 
could admit of and was only brot into it by Ministerial corrup- 
tion : That of taking the arms away from the very friends to 
America and only paying for them in the same manner that 
they have done to the enemies to the country. In wch this 
evil certainly leaves not only a defenceless situation in the 
real sons of freedom agst an enemy, should such an one ac- 
tually invade, but even agst the growing power that has ever 
arisen from such orders into arbitrary government. It is pre- 
tended to be a pressing occasion, wch is the very first step in all 
despotic climax. * * * 

Why then is a limited monarchy objected to on acct of 
some possible arbitrariness that may be introduced into it, and 
the same tendency or precedent for such a tendency, estab- 
lished only because it can be confidently advanced that these 
Republican distractions have arisen from Monarchical Princi- 
ples ; for my part I see no difference ; an evil begot how it will 
and necessity is no better plea in a Republican form than it is 
or can be in a monarchical form. In both it is bad, and is 
such a payment to extravagant power that I dread its effects 
wherever I hear it mentioned. A State had better run in debt 
or do anything to engage a free consent to Part with a thing 
than ever countenance the taking it by force ; besides do mili- 
tary men know the proper boundary to any action in which 
their own Power is to judge of. I never knew but one man 
who resolved not to forget the citizen in the soldier or ruler 
and that is G. W. and I am affraid I shall not know another. 
Reuben Beale just now rode here who says Hipkins is Just 
returned from Baltimore and says an express arrived there 
from Philadelphia giving an acct. that 27 commissioners from 
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G. B. had arrived with 4,000 troops and were adjacent to Bos- 
ton Harbor, but as they saw they could not land, they sent 
a flag of truce to communicate their purposes, wch Boston 
sent notice to the Congress, and that they had sent troops of 
horse to escort them if they had any business to confer about 
with them, but if not that they shd not be permitted to land. 
That the Baltimore express said each of them had £4,000 
a man, wch amts £108,000. Surely this is done, if true, with 
a view to Bribe. But I can't believe one word of the report, 
or at best it is only some ministerial scheme to deceive 
America, some base Purpose or another; for I cannot think 
that the King with so foul a mouth as that with what he 
opened in his last speech can ever desire or design to grant 
America her reasonable demands now, or that his accursed 
ministers with his more damned Parliament would now pro- 
pose such a thing, but what are these 4,000 troops for? We 
cannot now with the least Prudence say Possibly they have 
at last seen that they cannot conquer us; and certainly we 
cannot receive them with their Bayonets thus fixed. In short, 
I cannot believe the tale the more I think of it. 

27. Monday, May, 1776. Mr. Page from the Convention, 
Friday evening, told us yesterday that immediately after a 
battle fought the week before by Capt. George Johnson at the 
head of 40 Virginians agst 150 of Dunmore's men, 40 of them 
regulars, in wch not a man was slain. & only Johnston himself 
wounded in the soul of his shoe, Dunmore and all his fleet 
after first having burnt all his barracks at Portsmouth and 
about 40 of the small vessels made off for Ha. Roads & from 
thence to sea. The number killed on Dunmore's side not 
known, but abundance of blood lying on the ground. It seems 
Dunmore said as the country had declared for Independency, 
there was no occasion or business for him here. But it is 
presumed he was either vastly beaten in the fight, or alarmed 
at the floating fire stages preparing to burn his whole fleet. 
At least 55 vessels went away. The same gentlemen told 
us that the Congress had sent word that the Gondolat had drove 
away the Liverpool & the Roebuck men of war out of Dela- 
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ware river or bay, by a manuevre wch would have crowned 
the American cause. A fine fight wch would have taken both 
the vessels of war, tho of 44 & 32 guns, had not, the officers 
of the Gondolat in a council of war differed about boarding 
them in the night. 

The day before this engagement Ballew of the Liverpool 
had sent a flag to the Congress to obtain leave for his Lady 
of N England to travel by land to Boston to her relatives; 
and the Congress sent a chariot & 6 with an officer & a com- 
pany of horse to Escort her on the Journey. That the officer 
went on board to deliver the compliments of Congress. But 
then the Captain would not let his wife go; and the off r re- 
turned with an account of the damage she had sustained in 
the Engagement all her gallerill beat off her netings & q r rails 
tore all to p s , & her sides full of plugs to stop her holes made 
by the Gondolat, & deck very bloody. The day after, the en- 
gagement began again, and drove both the vessells out to 
sea whither the Gondolat followed them both better than 20 
miles. That the story about 27 commissioners, 12,000 Hes- 
sians and 4,000 British troops was all a Baltimore, not even 
founded on the least truth; That Gov r Eden was only on his 
parole, not acquitted, Denying nothing, but that his letter to 
Ld. Dartmouth was written long ago & that since he had de- 
voted himself to the American cause. 

28. Tuesday, May, 1776. Col. Carter apprehends rust in 
his wheat, sees it among the blackberry bushes. The cause 
and prevention deserve study ; had also an occasion to observe 
on the growth of cheat in that part of my last year's wheat 
patch wch I never plowed after the wheat was reaped to give 
the shattered cheat any opportunity to come up till the winter 
rains had buryed it for the Spring growth, wch must convince 
any but down right obstinacy that it is not wheat or oats that 
turned to wheat, but the actual cheat itself that comes up in 
any field when sown twice with wheat year after year. This 
pt. of the field not cultivated or sown is quite full of it, both 
the wheat and last year's oat patch, and yet but a little in the 
present wheat growing and cultivating in the other part of 
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the last year's wheat field. Not more than the early plowing 
of it last year after reaping might have left unburyed or 
more than might have been sown among the wheat thro' the 
carelessness in cleaning it. But the obstinate Simple rather 
than allow of things so very possible as to be really common 
chuses to adopt the inconsistency of all grains changing to 
cheat when he knows that cheat sown does only produce itself, 
to say nothing of the doctrine of a distinct species in creation ; 
and nothing in the least tending to equivocal generation. It 
is needless to say more here I have been full upon it else- 
where since the year 1725 in England, when both Boerhave & 
Ld Bacon were quoted agst me to which I answered that in 
this argument, however great their knowledge, they did not 
discover much of the Philosopher in what they advanced. 

28. Tuesday, May, 1776. On examining his corn Col. Car- 
ter finds it free from the weevil fly, which he attributes to 
planting the corn in a field distant from the cornhouses. 

It seems the Dunmore fleet wch left Norfolk Harbour last 
Wednesday & seemed to Put to sea was on Sunday last seen 
off the m th of Pyankentank, and by report at the mouth of 
Rappahannock river, on wch a great alarm is spread among 
all the militia on the bay & riversides. If it had come higher 
up, I shd have called the report a mere Baltimore, without 
a foundation, but the whole gang removing; and as there are 
so many channels to fear and apprehension, a few vessels pos- 
sibly seen in the bay are advanced to 50 & 100, & could it be 
possible this chief could be so great a fool as to burn his 
place of resort in Portsmouth, & 50 of his small craft only to 
remove to another place ; and to have got no farther than the 
mouth of two rivers up this bay from Wednesday to Sunday? 
It may be a truth, but then it must be allowed, to be so, with- 
out one sensible circumstance. But, indeed, a human creature 
abandoned to barbarity and inhumanity is generally deprived 
of senses in some discovery or another ; so says the old adage : 
Quos Deus vult perdere prius dementat. 

29. Wednesday, May, 1776. Thinks that the late frosts 
and cool weather or our winters even into our Summers and 
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the early coming in of those frosts even in our most early fall 
weather will soon render this no tobacco or cotton Colony. 
At present deeply engaged in the cotton culture, about 11 I 
read a note from the magnanimous W m son Ball to Col. R. 
W. Carter, telling him that his boat boarded a pilot boat going 
up, I do suppose, to H. Hole commanded by one of the Per- 
kins, sent down on purpose to make what discoveries he could 
of this tremendous Dunmore fleet. Col. Carter is informed 
that they had seen the fleet landing men on Gwin's Island. I 
remember a great many years ago to have been I think upon 
this Island, a p 1 of ground or land not bigger than the Island 
of the same name lying between Occupatia creek and our Nar- 
rows by the cliffs up this river, I am certain not more than 
half a dozen hutts merely were on it, and I do suppose only 
inhabited by the family of that name in Kingston Psh. It 
makes the Southern side of Pyanketank or rather the Northern 
of Mobjack Bay. Believes that the story is a senseless one 
as no one could land a force unless it was to steal a few sheep. 
They must themselves be incommoded in getting over to our 
mainland. Has been advised to send away his stock and 
slaves, but will not even if Dunmore should come on shore 
and order me to do it. 

I can with truth say, and bless my God for it, that altho I 
from the beginning abominated this present contest wch G. B. 
certainly began with America by attempting to tax her out of 
the constitutional road, yet I was so convinced of the Roman- 
ticness of her intention to come 3,000 miles and subdue above 
3 million of People to her arbitrary rule of enslaving, that I 
never once entertained the least Possibility of her success 
in it; and I do suppose from a confidence in the success of 
our cause, by applying my leisure hours and devoting my most 
serious thoughts to the throne of mercy, I can say that I have 
never been moved with the least fear or apprehension as to 
the success of the dispute. But really my only dread has been 
on account of this separation which she, her King, her minis- 
try & her Parliament have barbarously driven us into, least 
from the secret inclination of some to an arbitrary sway them- 
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selves we might fall into a worse situation from internal op- 
pression & commotions than might have been obtained by a 
serious as well as cautious reconciliation. Therefore, I have 
always wondered at the prodigious rash Praise wch has been 
given to that most nonsensical of all Pamphlets Common Sense, 
in wch I could not deduce one just Sentiment, according to any 
Sense whatever. From whence I still conclude that the sup- 
port wch it has met with must have been through a latent 
desire in every body that has countenanced it, to be as ar- 
bitrary as possible; and they have therefore resolved to run 
every risk rather than not indulge this innate disposition to 
rule, certainly then it behooves him who admires Peace, or- 
der & moderation in Government to be cautious of such Peo- 
ple, for it is morally certain that there are such, & without 
the utmost timely care they will work themselves into the 
Hydra of Power. I don't expect to live to see it but mark 
the conclusion. 

30th, Thursday, May, 1776. Bad news from Quebeck & 
here our own fears raising forces landing on Gwinn's Island. 
Ten thousand men arrived at New York but not landed. There 
we are strongly fortified to receive them. 

31. Friday, May, 1776. Comments on the weather during 
the past month. Dry and cold throughout. It was this day 
two years ago I was first attacked with the colic which has 
never left my company one day in that time. 

{To be continued) 



PROF. NATHANIEL BEVERLEY TUCKER TO ST. 
GEORGE TUCKER. 

Prof. Tucker was law professor at William and Mary and was an 
advocate of secession as early as 1833. He was half-brother of John 
Randolph. St. George Tucker was son of Henry St. George Tucker, 
President of the Supreme Court of Appeals, who was Prof. Tucker's 
brother. St. George was the author of a popular novel, "Hansford, a 
Tale of Bacon's Rebellion." 



